CONVENT INTRIGUES AROUND ALEXANDRINE
teased Pompadour delicately and pretended to prefer the
little 'fan fan3 to the big one, and Pompadour made a pretty
show of tender jealousy. She also scolded him for giving the
child fits of indigestion. He wrote to Uncle Abel that he was
going to visit Alexandrine, who had been at the Assumption
for ten days: 'You can picture how this morning I went to
take my dejeuner with her/ It seems the child said she was
even happier at the convent than with her belle Maman^
'because of her desire to learn in order to make herself worthy
of the kindnesses of belle Maman' One wonders what a world
of meaning lies hidden in those unnaturally prim words.
'Grand-pere' naively tells Abel that he has gone to the
Assumption cto visit my little jewel. She is an incomprehen-
sible child: she reads and writes better than I do; her mother
was very astonished to see her read your hunting letter two
days ago at La Meutte.' Pompadour's luxurious coach often
went to fetch her, one day to Choisy, another day to a box at
the Opera. One can imagine the adulations which surrounded
the child at the convent, the jealousies stifled by budding
ambitions, the intrigues springing up around her among those
little girls who were so old for their age and who had been
coached by their parents on how to treat this important little
commoner. She was called by her baptismal name, as was
customary solely with princesses.

Only with her papa and brother could Pompadour
unburden herself of all those little maternal anxieties which
seem so important to the mother and so trivial to outsiders;
she knew that they would sympathize when Alexandrine got
very thin, when she was ill with the cutting of two eye teeth,
and above all when that ugliness, probably inherited from the
excellent Monsieur d'Etioles, became obvious. How revealing
are the lines which she writes on this subject:

*I think she is becoming very ugly; as long as she does not
become extremely shocking I shall be satisfied, for I am very
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